his purpose. Indeed, Charles did not believe there were
any honest men, and so at times a few did drift into his
service but never into his complete confidence.

For the most part the King relied on clever knaves.
He was always on better terms with them than with any-
one else. He knew they would betray him whenever it
served their interest, but he took care to see that they never
had sufficient knowledge or authority to make their trea-
sons fatal. While they served him he beat them at their own
game of deception.

His first ministry, which men took to calling the Cabal,
was composed of five courtiers who were all widely hated
and were, with one exception, congenial companions. Sir
Thomas Clifford was a Roman Catholic of some ability and
pleasant manners. Baron Arlington was witty, shrewd,
greedy and quite unscrupulous. Buckingham had many
friends, considerable influence, talents when he wished to
use them and could be gulled. Baron Ashley, who as Sir
Anthony Ashley Cooper had served Cromwell, was the
most astute politician of his time and rather too ambitious.
Lauderdale, though not exactly beloved personally by his
sovereign, could manage Scotland in a severely tyrannical
manner and could be used whenever brutality and brains
were needed in combination.

To these five men was entrusted every show of au-
thority, and they became inordinately swollen with pride.
But in every matter of serious importance, they were com-
manded or bought or out-manoeuvred by their master.
Not one of them ever learned the King's whole mind so
when they were tempted out of their very tenuous alle-
giance, they could never ruin him.

Buckingham was the chief in rank and, when he wished
to busy himself with political intrigue, in influence. But
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